
 

 
Thursday 15th October   2020 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 
Thank you for all your efforts in supporting your children in returning to school this week. Our                 
attendance rate this week has soared to 97% well above pre covid-19 numbers. This could               
indicate that you were happy to see them go to school or the children were keen to get out of                    
the house- you choose your selection.  
 
Our students are to be congratulated for the way they have returned to school, and the ease at                  
which they have re-engaged with the school, our staff and their classmates. Teachers have              
focussed, this week, on encouraging and supporting the social and emotional needs of our              
students. Providing times and activities that encouraged students to reconnect with their class             
and discuss their home learning experiences, was time well spent. Our next priority is to               
identify our students’ current level of ability, especially their literacy and numeracy capabilities.             
Next week we will commence this important task which will enable us to support student               
learning based on their current needs. It will also support some important decisions to be made                
in preparation for the 2021 tutoring program announced by the Education Minister this week.  
 
There are a number of organisational issues that still need to be finalised. At this stage, due to                  
the current protocols, not a lot has changed from last term. wish to give you firm decisions on                  
when we are given permission to enable greater access to the school site. I will be relaying this                  
information to you as soon as possible. Presently we are in discussion with the school               
photographer and also another important activity is our ​HEADSTART ​program for our 2021             
prep families. We are also investigating alternative ways to acknowledge and celebrate Year 6              
Graduation and End of Year Carols. 

 
​Birthday wishes to all these children who celebrate their birthday this            

week: Alexi Prep H, Yasmien Prep D, Luke 3N, Christian 1G, Chloe 3W, Fadi              

1M, Carlos 3W, Shiny 1T, Ayla Prep H, Sandra 4C & Jordan 1T  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY EVERYONE ! 

 
Term 4 School Events & Important Dates : 
 

- Friday 23rd October: AFL Grand Final Public Holiday  
- Wednesday 28th October : School Photographs : Decision pending, but not hopeful 
- Monday 2nd November: Pupil Free Day; No School  
- Tuesday 3rd November, Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday 
- Tuesday 15th December, School finishes for 2020 



 

 

Managing safe school arrival and departure from school 

All families should be familiar with  designated drop off and collection points and times. Please consult 

the attached plan of the school for further details. The ‘Drop and Go’ procedures do work effectively if 

parents do not  leave their car, and children have their school bag on their body ready to leave the car 

when safe to do so. When students leave the car with their bag,  they are  supervised by school staff 

who direct them to the entry point if required. When collecting students in the afternoon please arrive 

at the appropriate time at the appropriate gate and adhere to social distancing regulations. 

Please ensure children have a raincoat in their bag - no umbrellas , parents can have those. 

Limit school access - Visitors to schools  

Visitors to school grounds are limited to those delivering or supporting essential school services and 

operations. No parents are permitted to come onto the school grounds. Please ring the school if you 

require further advice on this matter. Office staff will provide you with your options. All entries to the 

school will be locked. 

School Canteen 

The Canteen is currently operating for lunch orders only at this stage.  The Canteen  operates on: 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday. The Canteen continues with its ‘contactless’ policy and all 

payments must be made via the COMPASS app. NO  CASH.  

-  
 

 

 



 

 

 

Our school, working with you, has shown it can be flexible and adaptable in responding to the 

challenges of coronavirus (COVID-19) and will continue to meet student needs as we look 

towards the end of the 2020 school year and ahead to 2021.  

 

I can only stress one aspect of our COVID Safety plan:  

If your child is unwell, please keep them at home  

 

Thank you for your ongoing support of all of our staff and please do not hesitate to contact me if 

you have any questions at this time. ​principal@olps.vic.edu.au  

 

 

  

Paul McEntee 
Principal  

 
 
 

 
 
 
New Additions to the school 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS  
 

 

Socktober Challenge at OUr Lady’s To Promote Social Justice  

Socktober is held in the lead up to World Mission Month in 

October and encourages primary and early secondary 

students to raise awareness and funds for other young 

people affected by various social issues, including poverty, 

lack of education, child labour, child trafficking and 

homelessness. 

Stay tuned for more details about how Our 

Lady’s community will be supporting this cause!  

 
 



 

Student Wellbeing @ Our Lady’s 
       ​…Providing a safe and supportive learning environment 

 
 

Our children have returned to school this week with 

smiles and enthusiasm. In conversations with them, the 

most common reason for this is because they are seeing their teachers and friends.  

 

We know from research that ​the interactions we have with other people affect the way 

we feel about life and our relationships keep us grounded and influence both happiness 

and our wellbeing.  

 

This week our main focus has been about reconnecting with each other. Classes have 

been busy doing lots of activities, indoors and outdoors that have allowed our children 

the opportunity to reconnect. 
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from our Speech Pathology Team…... 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 


