Dear Parents, Carers and Students,

March 12, 2020

Our Lady’s, with the assistance of the Catholic Ed (CECV) in partnership with the Department of Education and
Training is continuing to monitor the impact of COVID-19 (Coronavirus). The situation is changing rapidly and
our immediate focus is to minimise the spread of this, and other viruses, in our school and community. The
best defence against most viruses is practising good hand and respiratory (cough/sneeze) hygiene.
In addition, Our Lady’s is currently awaiting direction from CECV who are developing protocols in the event
that there is a more considerable outbreak of the Coronavirus and/or if a member of our community were to
be diagnosed with the virus.
Please ensure that the following key messages are reinforced with your children:
wash hands frequently with soap and water, before and after eating, and after going to the toilet
avoid touching your face (eyes, nose and mouth)
cover their cough and sneeze (preferably into the crook of their elbow) and dispose of any used tissues
appropriately
• avoid contact with others (more than 1.5 metres from people) if they, or another person, is unwell.
•
•
•

As per current good practice, students should not attend school if they are feeling unwell and should remain
at home until symptoms resolve. Appropriate medical assistance should be sought as required.
If your child becomes unwell at school, you will be contacted and requested to take your child home.
Further information is available from the following:
•

The Department of Health and Human Service https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/victorian-public-coronavirusdisease-covid-19

The staff will be modelling good hygiene practices and reinforcing the key messages listed above. to our
children throughout the course of the day, eg washing hands after going to the toilet.
I will keep you updated with further information as the situation changes. At the present time, school will
continue to operate as usual with some adjustments to minimise the potential risk of transmission of
COVID-19. I also urge you to ensure your child’s attendance at school continues if they are showing no signs of
sickness.
Reconciliation Parent Evening: A special thank you to all families who came along last Tuesday evening to
listen to Fr Elio. Fr Elio has a special way of engaging parents in their child’s sacramental journey through story
and how to model the sacramental experience in their day to day lives. We look forward to next Tuesday
evening when the children celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time in our church
commencing at 7.00pm.

Birthday wishes to all these children who celebrate their birthday this week
: Madison 5E, Matthew 3N, Rozanne 4C, Rosalina 3N, Carmela 6G, Hunter 2A,
Michael 6C, Rita Prep C, Isaac 1T, Braxton 3N, Madison 5C, Jove 6A, Sienna 4C.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL!

Just a reminder about parking and driving around and near the school. As mentioned in last
week’s newsletter the Council were contacted. Last Friday, officers informed us that they
booked 16 drivers at pick-up time outside our school, and they will continue to be vigilant.
Student safety is our first priority.

Enjoy a restful weekend,

Paul McEntee
Principal

From the Sports Desk
If you were in footy tipping last year you have been sent an
email inviting you to join again in 2020. If you want to join this
year please follow the link below, and add the code.
https://tipping.afl.com.au/tipping/index.html#/comp/33344/about?
code=VP9XVMWX

Happy Tipping !

SCHOOL PHOTOS are on Wednesday 25th March.

All families should be now have received an order
envelope. If you did not receive an envelope, please contact the General Office Sibling envelopes are also
available from the General Office. Please do not return any envelopes or money to your child’s teacher until
photo day.
The CREATIVE
been cancelled.

ARTS EXHIBITION on

March 16-21st at the Catholic Education Office has

Tuesday 17th March
Tuesday 17th March
Wednesday 18th March
Tuesday 24th March
Tuesday 24th March
Wednesday 25th March
Friday 27th March
Friday 27th March
Friday 27th March
Monday 13th April
Tuesday 14th April
Friday 17th April
Monday 20th April
Tues 6th - Thu 8th May
Sat 16th May/Sun 17th May
Sat 30th May/Sun 31st May
Monday 8th June
Tuesday 9th June
Sunday 21st June
Monday 22nd June
Friday 26th June
Sat 1st Aug/Sun 2nd Aug
Tuesday 11th August
Sat 15th Aug/Sun 16th Aug
Sunday 23rd August

Kolbe College – Year 5 Discovery Day
Sacrament of Reconciliation 7:00pm in the Church – Student & Families
Year 6 Camp – Don Bosco @ Safety Beach
Parent Helper Meeting 6:00pm - Library
Parent Advisory Meeting 7:00pm – Staff Planning Room
School Photos
Holy Week – Whole School Mass – All Welcome
Stations of the Cross – Whole School – Back Oval
End of Term 1
Easter Monday
Term 2 Commences
Easter Whole School Mass – All Welcome
Dental Visit Week
NAPLAN – Year 3 & 5
Eucharist Sign Up Weekend
Eucharist Presentation Weekend
Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday
Eucharist Parent Workshop 7:00pm in the Gym
Eucharist Celebration – Our Lady’s Church – See RE Roster for Times
Parent/Teacher Interviews
End of Term 2
Confirmation Sign Up Weekend
Confirmation Parent Workshop 7pm in the Gym
Confirmation Presentation Weekend
Confirmation Celebration Day

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

During the season of Lent in our classrooms we will be collecting money for Caritas Australia Aid Projects.
Project compassion helps people around the world in many different ways. Please continue to send some
spare coins/notes with your child to place in the Project Compassion donation box. Last year we raised

$6000

$4,600. Our goal this year is to raise
. If everyone at the school donates $10 the whole Lenten
season that would make us meet our goal! Your generosity is greatly appreciated.
IMPORTANT DATES FOR 2020

Masses

Sacrament of
Reconciliation

Sacrament of
First Eucharist

Sacrament of
Confirmation

Reconciliation Night
At Our Lady’s Church
17th of March at
7:00pm

Eucharist Sign Up Weekend
30th and 31st of May

Confirmation Sign Up
Weekend
15th and 16th of August

All families
welcome!
Friday 27/3/2020
At 9:15
STATIONS OF THE
CROSS
ON THE BACK OVAL

Presentation Weekend
30th and 31st of May

Confirmation Presentation
Weekend
15th and 16th of August

Eucharist Parent and Child
Evening
9th of June at 7pm at
IN THE SCHOOL GYM

Confirmation Parent
Workshop on
11th of August at 7pm
IN THE SCHOOL GYM

Eucharist Celebration at Our
Lady’s Church
21st of June

Confirmation Celebration
at Kolbe Catholic College
Hall
23rd of August at 12:30pm

All of 4C class and 4P families A-S at 1pm
All of 4M class and 4P families T-Z at 3pm

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS
WEEKLY GOSPEL CHALLENGE
Sunday- 15 March 2020
Gospel - Jn 4:5-42
Jesus meets the Samaritan woman at the well.
Living the Gospel – Personal encounter
The Samaritan woman’s personal encounter with Jesus compels
her to start spreading the good news about the amazing man she
has met. She meets Jesus face to face and feels compelled to act
on what she has felt. Lent is a time for each of us to again – or for
the first time – seek out a face to face encounter with Jesus.
Through prayer, contemplation on scripture or reflection on
encountering Jesus in the face of others, we build a one to one
relationship with Jesus. When we acknowledge this relationship,
like the Samaritan woman, we are compelled to act on it.

CHALLENGE: Spare 5 MINUTES of your day to encounter God through prayer

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION PARENTS AND CHILD
WORKSHOP
Last Tuesday night, the Year Three students and their parents gathered for the Reconciliation Evening. We
were lucky to have Fr. Elio working with the parents and unpacking the concept of forgiveness in their own
lives and how as parents they can nurture the relationship with their own children. Fr. Elio also highlighted
the process and stages of Reconciliation.

Student Wellbeing @ Our Lady’s
…Providing a safe and supportive learning environment

News from the PLAYGROUND
GRINNERS ARE WINNERS
Congratulations to the following classes for consistently being
safe, responsible and respectful in class:

Prep H

1S

News from the PLAYGROUND
Who was caught being RESPONSIBLE? Lisa 1M
Who was caught being RESPECTFUL? Ronan 6G

Internet Safety Advice:
This Week’s Top Tip for Parents
Our children are learning about being ‘Smart and Safe Online’
The thoughts of what your child might come across online can be worrying.
Check out our top internet safety advice to make sure going online is a positive experience for you and your
child.
Tip Number 5:
Teach your child about evaluating information and being critically aware of information found online.
Most children use the internet to improve and develop their knowledge in relation to schoolwork and
personal interests. Children should be aware that not all information
found online is correct, accurate or relevant. Show your child how to check information they find by
comparing it to alternative sources on the same topic. Show them trusted sites they can use to compare
information.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Our Lady’s Cross Country Trials 2020
We will be holding our Cross Country Trials for those students
interested in being selected for entry into the Green Gully District Cross
Country Championships.
This trial is targeted at strong, confident and capable runners. This is not
a come and try event, it is for those that can jog continuously for 2-3km
without stopping to walk.

Parents are expected to supervise their child/children throughout the
event as staff will be busy officiating the trials. No staff will be available
for student supervision.
Students must:
st
• be 9, 10, 11 or 12 years old on December 31 2020 to be eligible and
• have experience running 2km for 9/10 year olds and 3km for 11 - 12/13
year olds.
When:
When 7.30am, Tuesday March 17th, 2020. Trials will finish around 8.15am.
Where:
Where D.S. Aitken Reserve, Craigieburn Rd, Craigieburn (Over the road
from school)
What to bring:
bring School Sports Uniform, water bottle
If your child suffers Asthma, please ensure you bring your child's ventolin.
Events:
Events

9/10 Year Olds - 2km
11 Year olds - 3km
12/13 Year Olds - 3km
Transport: Parents need to stay at the venue to then take their
their child to
School

