
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Students,         November 28, 2019 

The bushfires in NSW and Queensland are an important reminder, not just of the challenges that many in our 

community face, but of our capability to come together and support each other. As we keep those fighting to 

save lives and houses in our hearts and in our prayers, it is timely that we reflect on how we can support those 

around us in need of our help. In the words of Pope Francis, ‘charity is at the heart of the Church, it is the reason 

for action, the soul of its mission’. With that in mind, don’t forget to support our school’s Christmas Hamper 

appeal. Each year we provide Christmas hampers to families in the Craigieburn area. 

  

Advent 

We are fast approaching the beginning of Advent and the end of the Church’s 

liturgical year, so it is appropriate that we take some time to reflect. Our busyness 

as our school year winds up, and the preparations for Christmas and the holidays 

are a challenge at this time. However, Advent gives us an opportunity to pause 

and reconsider how we can use our strength and energy to improve the world 

around us. We celebrate the commencement of Advent with our whole school liturgy 

this Friday at 9.00 in our Church.  

 

Goodbye  

As mentioned in last week’s newsletter this year is a landmark year for long term staff completing 

their time at Our Lady’s. Next Monday at 2.40pm, Mr Chris McArdle is coming to a special 2.40pm 

assembly to officially say farewell to Our Lady’s. Chris has been a staff member at our school for 

17 years and will be remembered by me as our ever resourceful science teacher. His room was 

always alive with not only two legged creatures but an assortment of legged and non-legged 

creatures, that kept our students engaged. All parents are welcome to come along and say 

goodbye to Chris.  

  
Birthday wishes to all these children who celebrate their birthday: Jacob Prep K, Chloe Prep D,  

Grace 1T, Dante 2A, Marwan 6N, Jonathan 5C, Isla Prep C, Kaleb 3C, Adrian 1C, Nathan 6S,  

Chelsea 4L:  HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL!  

 

Levy Payment and Stationery Collection for 2020:  As stated in the letter received by all families, levy payment 

and stationery collection is scheduled for 11th & 12th December (8:00am-4:30pm). The levy can be paid prior 

to collection day, just keep your receipt handy when you go to collect the stationery pack. Year Prep and Year 1 

packs will be stored at school. 

 

Carols Night: Next Thursday commencing at 7.00pm on the back oval.  Come along and enjoy a 

picnic dinner followed by some Christmas entertainment. Our Choir is also performing at 

Craigieburn Carols at Anzac park on Saturday 7th December.  

 

Enjoy another wet weekend, looks like we missed Spring !  

 

 
Paul McEntee 
Principal 



 

 

 

From the judo Desk this week…………….. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday 2nd December  Year 2 Splash Excursion 

Wednesday 4th December Last day for School Banking 

Thursday 5th December  Christmas Carols 

Tuesday 10th December  Our Lady’s Celebration of Learning 

Wednesday 11th December Book Selling Day 8:00am – 4:30pm 

Wednesday 11th December  School Uniform Sales 10:30am–12:00pm (Time change from 2:30pm) 

Wednesday 11th December 2020 Meet the Teacher Day 

Thursday 12th December Book Selling Day 8:00am – 4:30pm 

Thursday 12th December Year 6 Graduation Evening – 7:00pm 

Tuesday 17th December  End of Year School Mass 9:15am – All Welcome 

Tuesday 17th December  Final Day of Term 4 – 3:30pm Finish 

Wednesday 29th January Term 1 Commences 8:45am 

Wednesday 29th January School Uniform Sales 9:00am-10:00am (Time change from 2:30pm) 



 

 

 

************************************************************************************* 

Student Wellbeing @ Our Lady’s 

…Providing a safe and supportive learning environment 

   

GRINNERS ARE WINNERS 

Congratulations to the following class for consistently being 

safe, responsible and respectful in class.  

Lots of classes with excellent scores this week. 

The winning classes are: 
 

1T   1S   2E   4M   5C   5G   6N   6S 

PLAYGROUND AWARDS 

Children who were caught being SAFE, RESPONSIBLE or RESPECTFUL will receive a token.  

Well done and continue to ‘do the little things right’. 
 

Congratulations to the following winners: 
 

Safe:  Lyncoln Prep H 

Responsible: Imogen Prep C 

Respectful:  Holly   Prep C 

***********************************************    

LIBRARYLIBRARYLIBRARYLIBRARY    ––––    OVERDUE BOOKS…….OVERDUE BOOKS…….OVERDUE BOOKS…….OVERDUE BOOKS…….    All library books ARE DUE BACK BY All library books ARE DUE BACK BY All library books ARE DUE BACK BY All library books ARE DUE BACK BY Friday Friday Friday Friday 

29th November and if29th November and if29th November and if29th November and if    book/s have been misplaced or lostbook/s have been misplaced or lostbook/s have been misplaced or lostbook/s have been misplaced or lost,,,,    a fee of $10 per book is a fee of $10 per book is a fee of $10 per book is a fee of $10 per book is 

PAYABLE TO THE LIBRARY PAYABLE TO THE LIBRARY PAYABLE TO THE LIBRARY PAYABLE TO THE LIBRARY ––––    THANKS FOR YOUR COTHANKS FOR YOUR COTHANKS FOR YOUR COTHANKS FOR YOUR CO----OPERATION.OPERATION.OPERATION.OPERATION.    

    

SCHOOL BANKINGSCHOOL BANKINGSCHOOL BANKINGSCHOOL BANKING…….THE…….THE…….THE…….THE    FINAL DAY FOR SCHOOL BANKING IS NEXT WEDNESDAY 4FINAL DAY FOR SCHOOL BANKING IS NEXT WEDNESDAY 4FINAL DAY FOR SCHOOL BANKING IS NEXT WEDNESDAY 4FINAL DAY FOR SCHOOL BANKING IS NEXT WEDNESDAY 4THTHTHTH    

DECEMBERDECEMBERDECEMBERDECEMBER    

School Community 
School, families and community working together to improve students learning outcomes 

Farewell Mr McFarewell Mr McFarewell Mr McFarewell Mr McArdleArdleArdleArdle    

    

Next Monday 2Next Monday 2Next Monday 2Next Monday 2ndndndnd    December please join us for a special Assembly at December please join us for a special Assembly at December please join us for a special Assembly at December please join us for a special Assembly at 
2:40pm when the whole school community will gather to farewell Chris 2:40pm when the whole school community will gather to farewell Chris 2:40pm when the whole school community will gather to farewell Chris 2:40pm when the whole school community will gather to farewell Chris 
McArdle who has been a treasured staff member of our school for 17 McArdle who has been a treasured staff member of our school for 17 McArdle who has been a treasured staff member of our school for 17 McArdle who has been a treasured staff member of our school for 17 

years.years.years.years.    
 

 

 



 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS    

SANTA RAFAEIL YEAR 6N 
 

Last Thursday night Santa was presented with an Educational Scholarship from the Hume City Council. This is 

awarded to one student in Year 6 from every Primary school in the Hume Council. This was a very exciting time 

for Rafaeil and her family               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hard work and Success  

Two weeks ago I got a letter from the Hume Council, that I did not know what it was for. The next 
day I asked my teacher what it was about. I was astonished by her response to find out that I got 
a scholarship! It was the Hume City Council Education Scholarship.  I got $1000 to help pay for 
uniform, books and stationery for my high school. This surprise was incredibly amazing for someone 
who came to Australia 2 years ago and who has English as her third language. 
On the day I was so excited to go to the Awards Night! I was counting the seconds back until they 
announced my name because I couldn’t wait. 
There were more year 6 students from different types of schools across Hume City that also 
received $1000 to pay for their high school costs. I wanted to take this opportunity to thank my 
Grade 6 Teachers Mrs Narduzzo and Mrs Mash, our Principal Mr McEntee and other staff 
members for everything they have done for me along the way, without you I wouldn’t have been 
there that night, I really appreciate it! 
 
By Santa Rafaeil 6N     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

OUR LADY’S CHRISTMAS OUTREACH TO THE LOCAL COMMUNITY 

Classroom Christmas Hampers 

Our Christmas Gift to Families in our local 
community 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

As part of our preparation for the coming of Jesus on Christmas Day, our school community is 

putting together Christmas Hampers for those in our community who find Christmas a difficult time. 

This is our Christmas gift to the local community.This is our Christmas gift to the local community.This is our Christmas gift to the local community.This is our Christmas gift to the local community. 

Could you please donate something from the list below to your child/children’s classroom 

hamper 

 

Tins of vegetables, mince pies, Christmas cake, biscuits, chocoTins of vegetables, mince pies, Christmas cake, biscuits, chocoTins of vegetables, mince pies, Christmas cake, biscuits, chocoTins of vegetables, mince pies, Christmas cake, biscuits, chocolates, Christmas bon bons, cordial, lates, Christmas bon bons, cordial, lates, Christmas bon bons, cordial, lates, Christmas bon bons, cordial, 

soft drink, teabags, coffee, long life milk, custard powder, tins/jars of fruit, packets of jelly, soft drink, teabags, coffee, long life milk, custard powder, tins/jars of fruit, packets of jelly, soft drink, teabags, coffee, long life milk, custard powder, tins/jars of fruit, packets of jelly, soft drink, teabags, coffee, long life milk, custard powder, tins/jars of fruit, packets of jelly, 

Christmas serviettes.Christmas serviettes.Christmas serviettes.Christmas serviettes. 

 

St Vincent De Paul will be collecting these hampers from the school on Monday 9th December 2019 

 
                                                                      

                

 

 

 

 
Thank you for your generosity and continued support for Our LadyThank you for your generosity and continued support for Our LadyThank you for your generosity and continued support for Our LadyThank you for your generosity and continued support for Our Lady’’’’s School Community.s School Community.s School Community.s School Community.                     

OUR LADY’S CHRISTMAS CAROLS   
Thursday 5th December 

 Students assemble at 6:30pm for a 7:00pm start   

 

 

Students are to assemble with their class and remain with their 

teacher until they are dismissed at the end of the concert. 

 

There will be an allocated area for the parents to assemble. 

Families are welcome to bring a picnic dinner to share before the performance which starts at 7:00pm 

    

HUME HUME HUME HUME ––––    CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHTCAROLS BY CANDLELIGHTCAROLS BY CANDLELIGHTCAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT    

Members of Our Lady’s School Choir performing 

Saturday 7th December @ 6:00pm 

ANZAC PARK 

CRAIGIEBURN 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 
Save this Date:  Tuesday 10th December 

‘Our Lady’s Celebration of Learning’ 

Watch the Newsletter and COMPASS alerts for booking arrangements. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

YEAR 6 GRADUATIONYEAR 6 GRADUATIONYEAR 6 GRADUATIONYEAR 6 GRADUATION    ––––    7:00PM7:00PM7:00PM7:00PM 
THURSDAY 12THURSDAY 12THURSDAY 12THURSDAY 12

THTHTHTH

    DECEMBERDECEMBERDECEMBERDECEMBER    

 

                                                                                    WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE NEXT WEEKWHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE NEXT WEEKWHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE NEXT WEEKWHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE NEXT WEEK    

Friday 29th November – First Week of Advent Mass @ 9:15am Whole School – everyone welcome 

Monday 2nd December – Year 2  End of  Year Swimming Celebration 9:15am – 12:10pm 

Tuesday 3rd December – Year 3  End of year Swimming Celebration 9:00am – 12:00pm 

Thursday 5th December – Our Lady’s Christmas Carols – 7:00pm 

Friday 6th December – Year 4  End of year Swimming Celebration 12:10pm – 3:30pm 

Saturday 7th December – Hume City Council Carols by Candlelight – 5:00pm  

 

 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

 

 

 
 
 

Gospel Reflection and Challenge  MATTHEW 24:3-44 

Masses in Term 4: All Welcome Sacrament dates for 2020 

Week 8 Whole School First Advent Mass Friday 29th November 

  
Week 9 Whole School Second Advent Mass Friday 6th December 

  
Week 10 Whole School Third Advent Mass Friday 13th December  
 

Week 11 Whole School End of Year Mass Tuesday- 17th 
December  

Reconciliation 

Tuesday 17th March 2020 

AC 

Eucharist 

Sunday 21st June 2020 

 

Confirmation 

Date NOW TBA 



 

 

 

 

‘Stand ready because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.’ 

The early Christian communities related this image to Jesus. Matthew is therefore urging his community to be 

alert and ready for the day when Jesus will return. This is the same message that Paul writes to the community 

in Rome – ‘wake up now’. 

Amidst the signs of Christmas and toys we too need to be reminded that the focus of this time is Jesus. He can 

be lost amidst the glitter and excitement if we are not attentive. 

  

Gospel challenge for the week:  
Remind yourself that JESUS is the REASON for the SEASON! 

  

ADVENT BEGINS THE CHURCH YEAR 

ADVENT BEGINS SUNDAY 1st DECEMBER 

THERE ARE FOUR SUNDAYS IN ADVENT 

THE WORD DERIVES FROM LATIN, MEANS 

‘THE COMING’ 

 

Throughout scripture we find the people of God waiting, Adam and Eve, Abraham, Job, David, and 
Isaiah.  These and many others drew their last breath waiting for God to fulfil his promise and send the 
Messiah. If there is one word that best captures the meaning of Advent, it is probably waiting.  Yet, with 
all of the hustle and bustle leading up to Christmas, the last thing we are interested in is waiting.  So 
what do we mean when we speak of Advent as a season of waiting?   
In a sense, the weeks leading up to Christmas are intended as a training ground as we prepare for 
another commemoration of our saviour’s birth. 
 

Our waiting focuses on Christ’s promise that he will return.  Our Lord gives us neither the days nor the 
hour and he commands us to be watchful and ready. The Season of Advent of Our Lord is the beginning 
of the church year, as Christians prepare for both the birth of the baby Jesus in Bethlehem and for the 
second coming of Jesus as the risen Christ to rule triumphantly over life in heaven and on earth. 
 

Christians often make a wreath of live evergreen branches for Advent, placing four candles around the 
wreath, one for each Sunday in Advent. On Christmas Eve they replace the wreath with the Christ 
Candle. 
 

We begin our preparation with the cry of John the Baptist. ‘make straight the way of the Lord!’ 
Sometimes Christians forget their main purpose in Advent is to prepare their hearts to welcome Jesus. 
The colour purple is a reminder that the most important thing Christians do during Advent is to prepare 
their hearts as a welcome place for God The pink colour of the third Sunday in Advent calls Christians 
to remember the joy that is an essential part of Advent. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 

 

 


