
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Students,                     November 7, 2019 

  

Last Friday now seems like a long way back, but our annual athletics carnival was a huge success, despite the 

weather. The students showed great enthusiasm in their participation and exemplary sportsmanship. Events 

such as these are very important in the life of any school and allow us to see the many talents our students 

have, both in their sporting prowess and personal attributes such as their ability to encourage each other.  

 

 

Special thanks to Mr 

Whitty and his team for 

organising a successful 

day. It was a great effort 

by all involved and an 

indication of the effort 

our staff always put into 

helping and supporting 

one another. Their 

attitudes go a long way 

to making Our Lady’s 

the special place it is. 

 

 
 

 

Last Friday we celebrated World Teachers’ Day as a way of acknowledging the special role teachers play in 

the lives of their students. The highlight of the day was our annual Staff vs Students Basketball match. Some 

of us left the main work to those younger, fitter and less likely to sustain an injury, but the entertainment 

was provided was enjoyed everyone. I think this email we received from one of our parents says it all……….. 

 

 

“I’m currently parked on Bridgwater road and am watching the game going on between the teachers 

and grade 6 students and can I just say how awesome it is to see this! The noise coming from the 

students spectating is just amazing :) 

This really is a wonderful school and I love the relationships between the students and teachers! 

 

Have a great day :) 

And thank you for everything you do!” 

 

Our teachers are in the midst of writing their students’ Semester 2 Achievement Reports. While this is an 

accepted part of a teacher’s role, it is a process that takes much time, thought and consideration. At Our 

Lady’s we endeavour to produce an Achievement Report that also reflects some of the more personal 

qualities your child displays, including their level of resilience and ability to problem solve. Reports will be 

available for parents in Week 10.  



 

 
 

Today our Prep to Year 3 students, along with Mother Teresa School Choir, participated in the Music 

Australia Count Us In program. This initiative involves students from throughout Australia singing the same 

song, on the same day, at the same time – the annual Program Song. It is a song written by students, for 

students. The 2019 Program Song is called ‘We Are’ and involved over 745,000 students from more than 

3,400 schools all around Australia celebrating the value of music education. Special thanks to Mrs Balazs for 

organising our participation this year, and of course for all the other musical work she does for our school 

community. 

  

We take the safety of our students here at school very seriously, however yet again I am needing to remind 

parents of the importance of safe, respectful and responsible road use during school drop off and pick up. 

Last week after school, a parent parked in the no-parking zone in Bridgwater Road and then proceeded to 

reverse his car across the school crossing while there were students on it! Another parent decided to walk 

across Craigieburn Rd at 8:45 without using the traffic lights. He and his child were stranded in the middle of 

the road with cars and trucks driving on both sides of them. These are not isolated incidents and needless to 

say, are incredibly dangerous. It amazes me that anyone would put both their own child’s life and also other 

children’s lives is such obvious danger.  PLEASE be patient, mindful and considerate when dropping off and 

picking up your children. Special thanks to the majority of our parents who do model responsible attitudes 

to safety for their children.  

  

Our Year 6 students have been putting a great deal of effort into organising their upcoming ‘mini-fete’ in line 

with their social justice theme. Because of the forecast for inclement weather on Friday, the fete will now 

be held next Tuesday. This year the proceeds from the fete will go to St Vincent De Paul in Dubbo, NSW to 

assist their efforts in supporting their drought-stricken community. Please note, we ask that students do not 

bring more than $10 to spend at the fete.  

 

Birthday wishes to all these children who celebrate their birthday this week: 

Jeremiah 4L, Cooper 2M, Rafael 3N, Ryleigh 3N, Archie 2M…..HAPPY BIRTHDAY !! 

 

 

Paul McEntee 
Principal 

 

Congratulations to Learning Support Officers 
 

Congratulations to LSO’s from Our Lady’s Catholic Primary School who recently 

graduated from the Speech Pathology in School’s Intervention Program for Literacy 

and Oral Language. 

 

The graduates undertook a three-year training program that focused on building a variety of skills including; 

Cued Articulation, Colourful semantics, and working with children on the autism spectrum and children from 

English as an Additional Language (EAL) backgrounds. 

 

“We offer our sincere congratulations to the graduates of the SPS program. Your dedication and hard work 

is helping to improve children’s literacy and oral language skills and lifelong learning outcomes,” said Malathi 

Ferdinando, Director and Founder, SPS 

 

The SPS program consists of a two-hour module each term, and ongoing professional learning supported by 

a speech pathologist on-site for continued support of LSO’s and students. 



 

 
 

The graduation ceremony was held on 24 October 2019 at The Clocktower, Moonee Ponds, where family 

and friends joined graduates and SPS staff to celebrate. 

 

Paul McEntee, Principal of Our Lady’s Catholic Primary School, also provided a message to share. “On behalf 

of the staff, students and parents of Our Lady’s school community I would like to congratulate our Learning 

Support Officers for their hard work and dedication in completing their SLIP Modules. Your enthusiasm 

and commitment towards your role has had a positive influence on the learning success of our students. I 

would like to thank Mala for supporting our LSO’s and building their capacity in supporting the students 

at our school.” 

 

If you’d like to find out more about SPS, speech pathology and tailoring school based service delivery 

program opportunities visit our website speech.edu.au 

 

 

Thursday 7th November   School Uniform Sales @ 2:30pm 

Tuesday November 12th   Year 6 Mini Fete for Drought Relief 

Wednesday 13th November  Year 5 Camp 

Wednesday 20th November  No School Uniform Sales Today 

Thursday 21st November  School Uniform Sales @ 2:30pm 

Thursday 21st November   Dental Van Visit 

Friday 22nd November   Student Free Day – Staff Development 

Thursday 5th December   Christmas Carols 

Wednesday 11th December  2020 Meet the Teacher Day 

Tuesday 17th December   End of Year School Mass 9:15am – All Welcome 

Tuesday 17th December   Final Day of Term 4 – 3:30pm Finish 

Wednesday 29th January  Term 1 Commences 8:45am 
 

    
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

 

 

Masses in Term 4: All Welcome Sacrament dates for 2020 

Week 6 Friday 15th November (Prep, 1 & 2) 
 

Week 8 Whole School First Advent Mass Friday 29th November 

  

Week 9 Whole School Second Advent Mass Friday 6th December 

  

Week 10 Whole School Third Advent Mass Friday 13th december  
 

Week 11 Whole School End of Year Mass Tuesday- 17th December  

Reconciliation 

Tuesday 17th March 2020 
 

Eucharist 

Sunday 21st June 2020 
 

Confirmation 

Sunday 26th July 2020 



 

 
 

Gospel Reflection and Challenge  Luke 20: 27-30 

 

The Sadducees try to put Jesus in conflict with Moses 
 

We are urged to pray that the message of Jesus makes progress. This phrase, ‘makes progress’, is translated 

many different ways in different Bibles. 

The New Jerusalem Bible says ‘spread quickly’. The Good News Bible and the New Revised Standard Version 

say ‘spread rapidly’. The Carmelite translation says ‘speed on and triumph’. It is urgent that we race on and get 

this message of Jesus out to everyone. 

We are being told, ‘Hurry up! Get going! Get the message of Jesus out there! Get everyone talking about Jesus! 

Don’t waste any more time! This is important stuff! High priority!’ 

What is the message of Jesus? How would you explain it to someone? 

Do you live your life with this urgency to get out the message of Jesus? Why or why not? 

What is the most pressing matter in your life right now? What is your most urgent need or issue? Where does 

the message of Jesus fit in with all this? 

 

Gospel challenge for the week:  
 

Get the message of Jesus out there by giving a smile to as many people as you 

can this week! 

Remembrance Day Prayer   

 



 

 
 

LEARNING FOR LIFE DAY 
 

Not all children get an equal start in life. 1 in 6 Australian children live in poverty. Many children 

fall behind in learning because of this. The Smith Family is an organisation that helps these 

children. One of the main ways they do this is through learning programs. One of their main 

programs is called ‘Learning for Life’. 
 

To help these children in need the Social Justice Leaders are organising a ‘Learning for Life’ 

day on Tuesday 12th of November. On this day many of the resources that we take for granted 

will be taken away from us (pens, pencils, books, computers etc). To have access to these 

resources will require a small amount of money. All the funds raised will go to the Smith Family 

to support the Learning for Life program.  
 

Students will be provided with 1 pencil and 1 piece of blank paper. Access to other resources 

will require an additional cost. Students can choose to access as many or as little resources as 

they like. 
 

Learning for Life Day access costs 

Pens, pencils, rubber, sharpener etc 20 cents each 

Books 50 cents 

Laptops, computers, iPads 1 dollar 

 

    
    
    
    
    

Scholastic Book ClubScholastic Book ClubScholastic Book ClubScholastic Book Club    including LOOP including LOOP including LOOP including LOOP 

orders will close this Friday 8th Novemberorders will close this Friday 8th Novemberorders will close this Friday 8th Novemberorders will close this Friday 8th November    
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 


